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About eCUBE ONLINE 
eCUBE ONLINE is the new online extension of E-SQUARE EDUCATION. 

 
eCUBE ONLINE is an upbeat online learning solution, offering you the opportunity to complete or 
upgrade your Matric and upskill yourself with Microsoft Courses. 

We offer online Matric National Senior Certificate (NSC), Amended Senior Certificate (ASC) or Subject 
Assistance as an enrichment tool to ensure you achieve your best results.  

eCUBE ONLINE offers outstanding service 

• Full preparation for National Examinations to receive an accredited Umalusi Matric Certificate. 
• Online assistance with registration at the Department of Education. 
• Online assistance with choices of subjects based on previous results and career paths. 
• Free GeniusU testing. 
• No separate resources required, such as guidelines, textbooks and separate assessment tools. 
• Sample learning material (first Subject module) is available to view before registration and 

payment. 
• Learning fee includes examination fee. 

 
Availability of free mentor service  

• Three (3) hours per subject mentorship for free. 
• Students can communicate with their mentor via zoom, email, or WhatsApp or telephone. 
• Students may also comment/pose questions on the Special Request section on the learning site 

that is screened and answered by subject experts. This Special Request section will be 
accessible to all students, so could provide answers for students who might have had the same 
enquiry. 

User-friendly learning format  

• Each matric subject is divided into 12 modules to ensure paced and easy learning.  
• You have access to learning material, 24 hours per day and 7 days a week. 
• Monitor your progress at the end of each module. 
• Each module has exercises based on the topics covered in the module and previous module.  
• The questions are based on the type of assessment candidates may expect in the National 

examination to practice the application of knowledge gained.  
• At the end of each module, a compulsory quiz ensures that the candidate has gained the general 

knowledge required for the topic covered before progress is made to the following module.  
• The modules were compiled from multiple resources, both prescribed by the Department of 

Education and other professionals, to ensure that the topics are covered in detail and from all 
perspectives.  

• Subject specialists with years of experience in teaching their subjects, proof-read all modules and 
assisted with recommendations to ensure full coverage and easy learning.  

• Modules are updated as the curriculum changes to ensure the validity of the learning material. 
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UNIT 1: STRUCTURE OF FORMAL 
EXAMINATIONS 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
 
At the end of this unit, you should know: 
 

• The outlay of the question papers you will write. 
• The topics that need to be prepared for a successful completion of your final 

examination. 
• The levels on which you will be examined. 

 
 
 

 

You should spend more or less 1 hour on this unit. 
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1. THE STRUCTURE OF THE HISTORY QUESTION PAPERS 
 

• You will be required to complete two History question papers successfully in 
order to receive a pass in the subject. 

• Both question papers consist out of section A and section B. 
• Section A consists out of three source - based questions of which one question 

must be answered per question paper. 
• Section B consists out of three essay questions of which one essay question per 

paper must be answered. 
• In total, you will be required to answer three questions per question paper. Thus, 

one source-based question from Section A, one essay question from Section B 
and either another source-based question or essay question as per the 
candidate’s choice. 

• Each question paper has a total of 150 marks. 
 

 

2. HISTORY TOPICS PER QUESTION PAPER 
 

SECTION A: SOURCE-BASED 
PAPER 1 (One question per topic will 

be set.) 
 

SECTION B: ESSAYS 
PAPER 1 (One question per topic will 

be set.) 

1. The Cold War: 
Question focus: Origin of the Cold War. 

• USSR and USA and the creation 
of spheres of interest. 

• Who was to blame for the Cold 
War? 
 

Question focus: The Cuban Missile Crisis. 
 

1. Extension of the Cold War: 
Question focus:  

• Case study: Vietnam 
• Case Study: China 

2. Independent Africa: 
Question focus: African in the Cold War. 

• Case Study: Angola 

2. Independent Africa: 
Question focus: Comparative case 
studies on the Congo and Tanzania. 
Successes and challenges: 

• Political and economic 
• Economic, social and cultural 

 
3. Civil Society protests from the 1950’s 
to 1970’s. 
Question focus: The US Civil Rights 
Movement. 
Black Power Movement 

3. Civil society protest from the 1950’s 
and the 1970’s: 
Question focus: Black Power Movement 
The US Civil Rights Movement 
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PAPER 2 (One question per topic will 

be set.) 
 

PAPER 2 (One question per topic will 
be set.) 

1. Civil Resistance, 1970’s to 1980’s: 
South Africa 
 
Question focus: The challenge of Black 
Consciousness to the apartheid state. 

1. Civil Resistance, 1970’s to 1980’s: 
South Africa. 
 
Question focus: The crises of Apartheid in 
the 1980’s. 

• Government attempts to reform 
apartheid 

• Internal resistance 
 
Question focus: The crisis of apartheid in 
the 1980’s: 

• International response 
• Beginning of the end 

 
2. The coming of democracy to South 
Africa and coming to terms with the past. 
 
Question focus: The TRC 

2. The coming of democracy to South 
Africa and coming to terms with the past. 
 
Question focus: Negotiated settlement 
and the GNU 
 

3. The end of the Cold War and a new 
world order – 1989 to present. 
 
Question focus: New World Order: 

• What is globalization? 
• Balance of power and impact on 

Africa: North-South and South-
South relations 

• Dominance of global capitalism 
• Emerging economies and different 

forms of capitalism: BRICS 
 
Question focus: New World Order: 

• What is globalization? 
• South Africa’s success in avoiding 

outright civil and President 
Mandela’s policy of reconciliation 

• Responses to globalization 
 

3. The end of the Cold War and a new 
world order. 
 
Question focus: The end of the Cold War: 
Events of 1989 

• Gorbachev’s reforms in the Soviet 
Union 

• Turning point in South Africa 
 
Question focus: The end of the Cold War: 
The events of 1989. 

• Gorbachev’s reforms in the Soviet 
Union 

• Eastern Europe 
• The disintegration of the Soviet 

Union 
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3. COGNITIVE LEVELS 
 
Herewith follows an outlay of the type of feedback your assessment will require from 
you during your examinations: 
 

Cognitive 
Levels 

 

Historical Skills Weighing of 
questions 

LEVEL 1 • Extracting of evidence from sources 
• Selection and organization of relevant 

information from sources 
• Define historical concepts or terms 

 

30% 

LEVEL 2 • Interpretation of evidence from sources 
• Explain information gathered from 

sources 
• Analyze evidence from sources 

 

40% 

LEVEL 3 • Interpret and evaluate evidence from 
sources 

• Engage with sources to determine its 
usefulness, reliability, bias and 
limitations 

• Compare and contrast interpretations 
and perspectives presented in sources 
and draw independent conclusions 
 

30% 

 
 
4. ESSAYS AND SOURCE-BASED QUESTIONS 
 

4.1. Essays 
 

• Plan and structure an essay 
• Demonstrate a thorough knowledge and understanding of the topic. 
• Select and use relevant information. 
• Develop and sustain your relevant line of argument. 
• Write logically and coherent. 

 

The examiner will look at: 
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• Have you answered the question? 
• Is the answer properly planned and structured? 
• Is there a thorough knowledge and understanding of the topic? 
• Did you write and developed an independent and well-balanced argument? 
• Was relevant evidence used to back up your argument. 
• Is the essay logical, coherent and chronological? 
• A neatly written, legible essay with no spelling mistakes. 

 

In essay writing, it is expected that you should formulate an argument based on 
Historical evidence. It is a good idea to analyze the question first and briefly plan 
your essay before you start to write.  

• Do not write headings in your essay.  
• Do not use bullet points.  
• Provide Historical evidence in order to prove your argument.  
• Look carefully at the marking Matrix and note that marks are awarded to content 

(Historical facts), presentation (style and structure) as well as the formulation of 
an argument.  

 

4.2. Source-based questions 
 

• You need to demonstrate a thorough knowledge and understanding of the topic. 
• You must extract information from sources. 
• You must interpret information from sources. 
• You must identify and compare different perspectives within sources and 

between sources. 
• You must explain the different perspectives within the context of the historical 

period. 
• You must draw conclusions about the reliability and usefulness of sources. 
• You must synthesize information from a range of sources. 

 

Source-based questions are based on letters, cartoons, articles, photographs, etc. 
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UNIT 2: THE COLD WAR 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
 
At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 
 

• Discuss the origins of the Cold War. 
• Discuss the extension of the Cold War, especially with regard to China. 
• Discuss the different stages of the Cold War, especially with regard to 

Vietnam. 
 
 
 

 

You should spend more or less 2 weeks on this unit. 
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1. ORIGINS OF THE COLD WAR  
 

1.1. Background to the Cold War 
 

• After World War II, a struggle developed between the USA and the Soviet Union. 
There was no direct military conflict between these two states and the struggle 
was characterized by conflict through proxy wars, manipulation of lesser states 
through extensive military and financial aid, espionage, propaganda, rivalry over 
technological, space and nuclear races and sport.  
 

• The reason for the term “Cold War”, is that there was no outright warfare 
between the USA and the Soviet Union. The threat of nuclear weapons instigated 
this war. 
 

• The Cold War affected newly independent countries, like Africa as well as the 
liberation struggles in Southern Africa from the 1960’s to the 1990’s when the 
USSR dismantled. 
 

• As no outright war fare was involved, the USA and the USSR had to develop 
spheres of interests in Europe and the rest of the world to get the upper hand.  
 

• The USSR set up communist governments in Eastern Europe. The USA 
answered on this with financial aid to Western Europe through the Marshall Plan 
in what is called the Truman Doctrine. The focus here was on Berlin. Berlin was 
divided into four military zones: USSR, USA, Britain and France. This caused the 
USSR to block off all access to West Berlin that came to be known as the Berlin 
Blockade. This action was countered by USA with an airlift. Germany, during this 
stage, was officially divided into East and West Germany. 
 

• The USA and Western European countries formed the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) after the Berlin Airlift in 1949. NATO was a military alliance 
in which the parties will protect one another from Soviet advances. The USSR 
formed its own military alliance with the Eastern European countries, known as 
the Warsaw Pact. 
 

• The USA and the USSR tested one another to determine how far the other party 
was prepared to go to edge of a nuclear war. This led to the Cuban Missile Crisis 
in 1962. The USSR planned to send nuclear missiles to Cuba, but the USA 
discovered the missile sites and reacted with a naval blockade to prevent the 
missiles reaching the coast of Cuba. This incident brought the whole world on the 
brink of a full-scale nuclear war. The USSR backed down first and the crisis was 
averted. 
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1.2. Definition of the concept COLD WAR 
 

• What was it? It is a state of military rivalry and political tension. 

• What methods were used? Espionage, propaganda, backing up allies in conflicts, 
e.g. the Middle East, Europe, the Far East, Africa, etc.  

• Who was primarily involved? The two superpowers, the USA and the USSR, and 
their respective allies. 

• When did it occur? 1945 to 1989 – accepted as the official dates, but some 
consider the start to be 1917 when the Russian Revolution led to the 
establishment of the Soviet state and that it ended when the Soviet Union 
collapsed, and Germany was reunited. 

• Where did it happen? It began in Europe and spread to other parts of the world. 

• Why did it happen? There were many long-term and short-term causes:  
 

1.3. Origins 
 

• World War II itself – the rift widened between the USA and the USSR. 

• Stalin encroached on Eastern Europe during the last months of the war and the 
Red Army reached Berlin first. 

• Poland was occupied by the USSR and Germany was split into four zones of 
occupation as the Allies could not reach consensus. 

• Nuclear weapons deepened the suspicion and rivalry. 

• It led to an arms race and development of deadly weapons of destruction.  

• Two spheres of influence were established in Europe as Communist regimes 
were established in the occupied states – these were termed satellite states.  

• Rival ideologies (Communism vs. Capitalism) led to increased suspicion.  

• Leadership rivalry: Truman was a hardliner who did not want to concede to Stalin 
and despised Communism.1.3 

 
The USA and the USSR were allies during the Second World War. They were fighting 
together against Hitler’s Nazi Germany. Cracks began to appear in the alliance by 1945 
as both countries started to compete in creating spheres of interest in Europe, Asia and 
Africa. The relations between the USA and the USSR deteriorated between 1945 and 
1991. It came to a point where historians started to call the animosity and 
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competitiveness between the two countries a ‘Cold War’. The American journalist, 
Walter Lippman, was the first to coin this term in 1947. 

2. THE EXTENSION OF THE COLD WAR 
 

2.1. Creation of spheres of interest 
 

2.1.1. Soviet-friendly government in satellite states 
 

The USA and its allies had interests in both East and West Europe and it depended on 
international trade to fix the financial chaos after the Great Depression and the 
European countries were an important market for American goods. Furthermore, the 
USA wanted to see that the democratic ideology is spread throughout the whole of 
Europe. Britain, an ally of the USA, was worried about the spread of communism to the 
Eastern Mediterranean and that this would threaten the Suez Canal that was Britain’s 
access to the colony of India. If communism was to spread to Eastern Europe, it would 
also spread to the oil-producing states of the Middle East. 

 

The USSR needed the countries of Eastern Europe to rebuild Russia after the World 
War in the form of cheap raw materials and as an offset market for Russian goods. 
Countries, like Bulgaria, Rumania and Hungary assisted Hitler’s Nazi Germany to 
invade the Soviet Union during the War. Therefore, if the East European countries had 
Soviet Communist governments, they would act as a buffer to slow down future German 
advance, giving Russia time to mobilize her forces. Stalin from the USSR wanted to 
promote this Pan-Slavic unity among the Russians and Eastern Europe. 

 

Stalin started this process and propaganda at the end of the Second World War when 
he drove the Nazi’s from Eastern Europe. He ensured that when his Red Army drove 
the German forces out, that communist governments were established in Eastern 
Europe that was friendly to the Soviet Union. This caused tension to rise between the 
USA and the USSR, once former allies. An incident over Poland, which was the 
Germans entry into Russia, caused a huge rift between the USA and the USSR when 
the USA wanted democratic elections in Poland and other Eastern European countries 
as was the agreement at the Yalta meeting between Britain, the USA and the USSR. 
This caused the USA and Britain with their allies to view the USSR as a threat and the 
political arrangements of the Yalta Conference a failure. 
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2.1.2. The USA Policy of containment 
After the devastation of the Second World War, Western Europe was a fertile ground for 
the spreading of communism due to the widespread poverty in Britain, France and Italy. 
The threat of an economic collapse in Western Europe would lead to the accession to 
power of communist elements and the USA wanted to ward against this. As Britain was 
no longer a major force in Western Europe, it could not protect other states from the 
spread of communism. In 1947, Britain had to withdraw it support against communism 
in Greece and in March 1947 Truman sent American funds to overthrow the Greek 
communist guerillas in order to stop the communist threat spreading to the East, Africa 
and Western Europe. This marked the start of the new USA Foreign Policy. 

The ‘Truman Doctrine’ became the basis of the American Foreign Policy after 1946.  
According to this Doctrine, the USA will support any country which was resisting 
communism with military aid, supplies and troops if necessary. This policy became 
known as the ‘policy of containment’.  

The USA acknowledged the fact that communism was strongly established in Russia 
and Eastern Europe and that defending these states to end communism was not an 
option. Instead, Truman, George Marshall (Secretary of State) and the USA sought to 
contain the spread of communism by providing support. This was set out in the Marshall 
Plan, the second component of the USA Foreign Policy after 1946. 

The Marshall Plan was put into place not directed against any country or doctrine, but to 
alleviate hunger, poverty, desperation and chaos. The Marshall Plan was also known as 
the European Economic Recovery Plan. The purpose of the Marshall plan was to revive 
the working economy in the world so as to permit the emergence of political and social 
conditions in which democratic institutions could exist. The USA offered a total of 17 
billion dollars of aid to be divided among the countries of Western and Eastern Europe.  
Thus, aid was offered to any European country for industrial and economic recovery 
which in turn would eradicate poverty and economic distress which will prevent the 
spread of communism. The Organization for European Economic Co-operation (OEEC) 
was formed to manage the Marshall Plan in Western Europe. 

The USSR was very outspoken with their dissatisfaction of the policy of containment 
from the USA and accused the USA of using relief supplies as a political weapon by 
putting political pressure on states for democratic alliances and that these actions 
conflicts sharply with the principles of the United Nations.  In retaliation to this USA 
Foreign Policy, the USSR prevented any of its satellite states from accepting Marshall 
aid. To counter the USA policy of containment (Truman Policy and the Marshall Plan), 
the USSR formed the COMINFORM or Communist Information Bureau. The Molotov 
Plan was put into place whereby the Soviet Union offered financial aid to its Eastern 
European allies. 
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3. THE BERLIN CRISIS, 1949 – 1961 
In February 1945, a conference was held in Yalta in the USSR to discuss the fate of 
Germany after World War II. It was attended by: 

• Churchill – Representing Great Britain 

• Roosevelt – Representing the USA 

• Stalin – Representing the USSR 
 

The main topic of discussion was the reparations that Germany had to pay for the 
damages caused in the War. Stalin wanted massive compensations for war damages, 
but Roosevelt and Churchill wanted a less tough approach. 

 

The following decisions were made at the Yalta Conference with regard to Germany: 

• Germany will be divided into four military zones – British, French, American 
and Russian. 

• Berlin will also be divided into four zones and occupied accordingly. 

• Germans believed to be guilty of war crimes will be put on trial. 

• Countries previously held by Germany would be allowed to hold democratic 
elections to set up new governments. 

• A United Nations organization will be formed to mediate international relations 
and prevent future wars. 

 

Later, when the countries met again at Potsdam in Germany, only Stalin was left of the 
original three from the Yalta Conference. President Truman replaced Roosevelt and 
Prime Minister Attlee represented Great Britain. Truman was more hostile towards 
Stalin which caused a tense relation between the USA and the USSR. To make matters 
worse, Stalin was angry towards the USA for not sharing its secret of the atomic bomb 
with the USSR.  

 

At Potsdam the following was decided on: 

• The four occupation zones of Germany were confirmed.  
• Germans living in Eastern Europe were to return to Germany. 
• Each country could decide on the reparations Germany was to pay them. 
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3.1. The Berlin Blockade 
 

With the division of Germany and Berlin, Germany was divided into a pro-West ‘West 
Germany’ and pro-Soviet ‘East Germany’. The East sector was managed by the Soviet 
Union and the three western sectors were managed by France, Britain and the USA. 
Berlin was also divided into capitalist West Berlin and communist East Berlin. 

Britain and the USA combined their sectors and gave the Germans their own currency 
and constitution. This was done without consulting with Stalin which caused a strained 
relationship. In June 1948, Stalin blocked West Berlin from the West. This is known as 
the Berlin Blockade. 

In retaliation to this, the USA and its allies mounted an airlift to assist West Berlin. Food 
and coal were transported by air. This lasted over nine months, until Stalin relented and 
ended the blockade in 1949. 

 

Thus: 
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3.2. The Berlin Wall 
The tensions around Berlin did not end with the end of the Berlin Blockade. In 1961, the 
East German government started building a wall to divide East and West Berlin. This 
wall stood until 1989. 

 

3.2.1. The causes for the Wall 
When it became clear that Stalin will not be able to force the Americans from West 
Berlin, East Germany’s leaders started pressing for wall between East and West Berlin. 
East Germans started going over to West Germany for an easier life under the Western 
capitalist system. The border between West and East Berlin was sealed at midnight of 
12 August 1961. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Berlin Wall became a powerful symbol of the Cold War and Berlin, Germany and 
Europe seemed to be divided permanently into two hostile camps – one being capitalist 
and the other communist. 

The German Democratic Republic (East Germany) was portrayed as a large communist 
prison and stories were published of Germans being shot while trying to climb over the 
wall.  

The Federal Public of Germany (West Germany) was accused by the Soviet Union as 
trying to attempt to resurrect Nazi Germany. This was false accusations as a peaceful 
democratic policy was followed where the ideas of the Nazi’s were banned and where it 
was illegal to display the Nazi symbol of the swastika. 
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3.3. Opposing military alliances: NATO and the Warsaw Pact: 
 

The blockade of West Berlin stressed the Soviet aggression threat to the USA and 
Western Europe. As a result, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) was formed 
between the USA and Western Europe in 1949.  Twelve countries in all joined NATO. 

According to this treaty, all the members of the treaty will come to the aid of any of the 
countries if it should be invaded by the USSR.  

In turn, the USSR found this treaty threatening. The USSR only acted on this treaty in 
1955 when West Germany joined NATO. The action taken by the USSR was the 
formation of the Warsaw Pact between the Soviet Union and its satellite states in 
Eastern Europe. Like NATO, this was a military alliance.  

 

The significance of the two opposing military alliances 

The spheres were entrenched into two defense pacts and an arms race began to build 
between the superpowers.  
CAPITALISM VS COMMUNISM: 
Communism is based on principles meant to correct the problems caused by 
capitalism. The most important principle of communism is that no private ownership of 
property should be allowed. Property should be shared, and the people should 
ultimately control the economy. The government should exercise the control in the 
name of the people. The goals are to eliminate the gap between the rich and poor and 
bring about economic equality. 
Capitalism is based on private ownership of the means of production and on 
individual economic freedom. Most of the means of production, such as factories and 
businesses, are owned by private individuals and not by the government. 
THE MARSHALL PLAN: 
The Marshall Plan, also known as the European Recovery Program, was a U.S. 
program providing aid to western europe following the devastation of World War II. It 
was enacted in 1948 and provided more than $15 billion to help finance rebuilding 
efforts on the continent. In addition to economic redevelopment, one of the stated 
goals of the Marshall Plan was to halt the spread communism on the European 
continent. 
Implementation of the Marshall Plan has been cited as the beginning of the Cold War 
between the United States and its European allies and the Soviet Union, which had 
effectively taken control of much of central and eastern Europe and established its 
satellite republics as communist nations. 
The Marshall Plan is also considered a key catalyst for the formation of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), a military alliance between North American and 
European countries established in 1949. 
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Hunger Strikes across Europe after WWII 

 
GEORGE C. MARSHALL 

 
MARSHALL PLAN IN ACTION 
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UNIT 4: YOUR TURN 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
 
At the end of this unit, you should be able to: 
 

• Answer questions on topics covered in Module 1. 
• Apply knowledge gained in Module 1. 

 
 
 

 

You should spend more or less 3 hours on this unit. 
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EXERCISE 1 
 
Study Source A in the Addendum and evidence from the text to answer the following 
questions. 
 
1. Why did the Soviet Union fear the raise of another powerful Germany in the future 

while the USA was less concerned about this prospect? 
(2x1 = 2) 

 
2. Why is it unlikely that France and Britain would be happy to see another Nazi 

Germany arise from the ashes of Hitler’s Germany? 
(2x1 = 2) 

 
3. What is the cartoonist in Source A trying to say about Britain, France and the USA? 

Refer to evidence from the source to support your answer. 
(2x2 = 4) 

[8] 
 

EXERCISE 2 
 
Study Source B to E to answer the following questions: 
 
2.1. How does the author of Source B view Soviet expansion in Eastern Europe? 

Quote from the source to support your answer.    (2x2 = 4) 
 
2.2. Examine Source C. Why does Stalin view Pan-Slav unity as so important for the 

future of Eastern Europe and the USSR? Explain your answer fully. 
(2x2 = 4) 

 
2.3. How does Roosevelt view Soviet expansion in Source D? Refer to evidence from 

the source to support your answer.     (2x2 = 4) 
 
2.4. Consider the information from Source E. How could Stalin use this information to 

justify Soviet expansion in Eastern Europe?    (3x2 = 6) 
 

[18] 
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EXERCISE 3 
 
Study Sources F to I and answer the following questions: 
 
3.1. How does Source F explain the Marshall Plan and how does Source I challenge 
 this explanation? Refer to evidence from the sources to support your answer. 

(2x4 = 8) 
 
3.2. How does Source G explain the Truman Doctrine and how does Source I 

challenge this explanation? Support your answer with evidence from the sources. 
(2x4 = 8) 

 
3.3. Prepare a written argument that addresses the following topic: “The USA 

response to the Soviet Union’s interest in the Dardanelles in Turkey was 
aggressive and unnecessary”. 

 (2x3 = 6) 
 
3.4 Write a paragraph of 100 words debating the following topic: “The Marshall Plan 

and the Truman Doctrine were two sides of the same coin”. Do you agree? 
(6) 

 
[28] 

 

EXERCISE 4 
 
Study Sources J and K and answer the following questions: 
 
4.1. Analyse the cartoon in Source J and answer the following: 
 
4.1.1 How does the cartoonist depict the Marshall Plan? 

 (2x1 = 2) 
 
4.1.2 The person in the cartoon has to work very hard to climb the cliff. What did the 
 cartoonist want to convey about the Marshall Plan? 

(1x2 = 2) 
 
4.1.3 What is the person in the cartoon escaping from and where is he climbing to? 

(2x2 = 4) 
 
  



23 
www.ecubeonline.com 

Copyright ©2020 eCUBE. All rights reserved. This content or any portion thereof may not be reproduced  
or used in any manner whatsoever without the express written permission of eCUBE. 

 

4.2 Study Source K and answer the following: 
 
4.2.1  What does the cartoonist want to say about the USA? 

 (2x1 = 2) 
 
4.2.2 What does the cartoonist want to say about the Western European 
 governments? 

 (2x1 = 2) 
 
4.2.3 Why do you think the Western European governments would behave this way? 

(2x1 = 2) 
 
4.3 Study the two cartoons in Source J and K: 
 
4.3.1 Explain how the cartoonist in Source K has used humour. 

(1x3 = 3) 
 
4.3.2 If you were an editor of a newspaper in Britain, which cartoon would you likely 
 choose? Why? 

(2x2 = 4) 
 

[21] 
 

EXERCISE 5 
 
Examine Source L and Source M to answer the following questions: 
 
5.1 Why would a photograph, rather than a cartoon be considered a more reliable 
 source for a historian studying a historical event? 

(2x2 = 4) 
 
5.2 Examine Source L. Provide a caption for this photograph if it appeared in: 
 
5.2.1 A Soviet newspaper.              (2x1 = 2) 
5.2.2 An American newspaper.              (2x1 = 2) 
 
5.3 Are photographs such as Source L more effective than cartoons in getting a 

specific point across and persuading the reader to support a particular point of 
view? Give a reason for your answer. 

(2x2 = 4) 
5.4 Consider the origin of Source M. Does the origin of the source affect its 

reliability? Explain your answer fully. 
(2x2 = 4) 

 
[16] 
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ADDENDUM FOR SOURCE-BASED QUESTIONS 
 
Source A 
 
A Soviet cartoon drawn in 1949. 
This cartoon expressed Soviet fears that America, France and Britain (shown as 
chickens from left to right) were going to “give birth” to a new, powerful anti-communist 
Germany – shown as a vulture in a Nazi uniform. 
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Source B 

Vyacheslav Molotov, the Soviet foreign minister during the 1940s, wrote in his memoirs 
published in 1993: 
 
They (the Western Powers) … certainly hardened their line against us, but we had to 
consolidate our conquests. We made our own socialist Germany out of our part of 
Germany, and restored order to Czechoslovakia, Poland, Hungary, and Yugoslavia, 
where the situations were fluid … to squeeze out capitalist order. This was the cold war 
… of course, you had to know when to stop … I believe in this respect Stalin kept well 
within the limits. 
 
 
Source C 
 
Josef Stalin, the leader of the Soviet Union, wanted to bring the Russians and the Slav-
speaking people of Eastern Europe together into a defensive alliance. Stalin told 
Milovan Djilas, a leading member of the Communist Party in Yugoslavia in 1940, why 
this was so important.  
 
No, they (Germany) will recover, and very quickly. It is a highly developed industrial 
country with an extremely skilled and numerous working class and technical 
intelligentsia. Give them twelve to fifteen years and they’ll be on their feet again. And 
this is why the unity of the Slavs is important. But even apart from this, if the unity of the 
Slavs exists, no one will dare to move a finger.  
 
intelligentsia: experts, well-educated people 

 
 
Source D 
Extract from a letter from Roosevelt to Josef Stalin on 1 April 1945 about the failure of 
Stalin to implement his agreements at Yalta: 
 
I cannot conceal from you the concern with which I view the development of events of 
mutual interests since our fruitful meeting at Yalta … So far there has been a 
discouraging lack of progress made in carrying out, which the world expects, of the 
political decisions which we reached at the Conference particularly those relating to the 
Polish question. …I must make it quite plain to you that any … solution which would 
result in a thinly disguised continuance of the present (communist) Warsaw regime 
would be unacceptable and would cause the people of the United States to regard the 
Yalta agreement as having failed. 
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Source E 
 
This source outlines the devastation the Soviet Union suffered in the Second World 
War: 
 
The Soviet Union needed Eastern Europe’s resources to rebuild its economy and to act 
as a buffer against a future attack by Germany should it ever rise up again. The Soviet 
Union’s economic infrastructure and buildings were badly damaged during World War II: 
over five million houses were destroyed, and 17 million cattle slaughtered on 100 000 
koklhozes (peasant-controlled collective farms) and 2 000 sovkhozes (state-owned 
farms that paid wages to workers). An estimated 20 million Soviet soldiers and citizens 
had perished during the war. 
 
 
Source F  
 
An extract from the speech given by George C Marshall, US Secretary of State, on 5 
June 1947, offering the Marshall Plan of 17 billion dollars (about 23 billion rand) in aid to 
the countries of Europe: 
 
Our policy is not directed against any country or doctrine but against hunger, poverty, 
desperation and chaos. Its purpose should be the revival of a working economy in the 
world so as to permit the emergence of political and social conditions in which free 
institutions could exist. 
 
 
Source G 
 
An extract from President Truman’s speech of 12 March 1947: 
 
At the present moment in world history nearly every nation must choose between 
alternative ways of life. The choice is too often not a free one. One way of life is based 
upon the will of the majority, and is distinguished by free institutions, representative 
government, free elections, and guarantees of individual liberty, freedom of speech and 
religion, and freedom from political oppression. 
 
The second way of life is based upon the will of a minority forcibly imposed upon a 
majority. It relies upon terror and oppression, a controlled press and radio, fixed 
election, and the suppression of personal freedoms. 
 
I believe that it must be the policy of the United States to support free peoples who are 
resisting attempted conquest by armed minorities or by outside pressures. 
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Source H 
 
Judge and Langdon are American historians who wrote the following extract in 1996: 
 
In August (1947), Moscow had begun pressing Turkey for a Soviet military presence in 
the Dardanelles, the straits which controlled the access between the Mediterranean and 
the Black Sea. The United States, which in 1945 had been willing to consider increased 
Soviet influence in this area, now saw this as yet another Soviet expansionist threat and 
responded by sending a strong message and warships to the region. In October, faced 
with strong American resolve, Stalin dropped his demands. … although it withdrew its 
Dardanelles claim, Moscow continued to suggest revisions in its borders with Turkey 
and to press for an agreement that would permit Soviet naval vessels unrestricted 
passage to and from the Black Sea. 
 
 
Source I 
 
Andrei Vyshinsky, the Deputy Foreign Minister of the Soviet Union, in a speech at the 
United Nations on 18 September 1947 said: 
 
The so-called Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan are particularly glaring examples 
of the manner in which the principles of the United Nations are violated, of the way in 
which the organization is ignored. … the United States Government has moved toward 
a direct renunciation of the principles of international co-operation and concerted action 
by the Great Powers and toward attempts to impose its will on other independent states, 
while at the same time obviously using the economic resources distributed as relief to 
individual needy nations as an instrument of political pressure. This is clearly proved by 
the measures taken by the United States Government with regard to Greece and 
Turkey which ignore and bypass the United Nations as well as by measures proposed 
under the so-called Marshall Plan in Europe. This policy conflicts sharply with the 
principles expressed by the General Assembly in its resolution of 11 December 1946, 
which declares that relief supplies to other countries should … at no time be used as a 
political weapon … 
 
It is becoming more and more evident to everyone that the implementation of the 
Marshall Plan will mean placing European countries under the economic and political 
control of the United States and direct interference by the latter in the internal affairs of 
those countries …  
 
Moreover, this Plan is an attempt to split Europe into two camps … to complete the 
formation of a bloc of several European countries hostile to the interests of the 
democratic countries of Eastern Europe and most particularly to the interests of the 
Soviet Union … and confront the countries of Eastern Europe with a bloc of Western 
European States including Western Germany. 
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Source J 

A cartoon published in the West, showing the Marshall Plan as a rope helping Europe to 
climb a steep cliff. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



29 
www.ecubeonline.com 

Copyright ©2020 eCUBE. All rights reserved. This content or any portion thereof may not be reproduced  
or used in any manner whatsoever without the express written permission of eCUBE. 

 

Source K 
 
A cartoon published in the Soviet satirical magazine Krokodil portrays Western 
European governments and the USA. 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source L 
 
Eighteen-year-old Peter Fechter 
and his friend Helmut Kulbeik 
attempted to cross the wall on 17 
August 1962. Kulbeik was 
successful but Fechter was shot 
while he was on the wall. He fell 
back into the death strip, critically 
injured. Witnesses on each side 
were prevented from helping him 
out of fear for the other side; only 
after he died was his body 
retrieved by an East German 
border guard. He was the first 
person to be shot while trying to 
escape over the wall. 
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Source M 
 
This Soviet cartoon, drawn in 1963, claimed that the Berlin Wall prevented the spread of 
West Germany’s corrupting ideas. 
 
The West German leader Konrad Adenauer is portrayed as a dog and his tail as a 
swastika. The sign reads “The border of the GDR is closed to all enemies”.  
West Germany did not aim to resurrect peaceful democratic policy where the ideas of 
the Nazis were banned and where, for example, it was illegal to display the Nazi symbol 
of the swastika. 
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MEMORANDUM 

EXERCISE 1 
 
1. After WWII, the USSR drove the Nazi’s from Eastern Europe and communist 

governments were established in Eastern Europe that was friendly to the USSR 
Communist sphere of influence. 
 
The USA with Britain and France were opposed to the spread of Communism and 
the USA established democratic governments in the USA sphere of influence in 
Western Europe. Germany, being divided into four spheres with the Yalta 
Conference, was largely a democratic republic managed by the USA, Britain and 
France. If Germany should be allowed by the USA, Britain and France to unite as a 
country again, it would be a democracy which would pose a threat to Communist 
Russia and its sphere of influence as the balance of the world powers will tip against 
the USSR. 
 

2. Another Nazi Germany would threaten Britain and France’s interests and assets in 
India and the Middle East as another Nazi Germany would mean a spread of 
Communism. 

 
3. The cartoonist is implying that the USA, Britain and France are scared and wary of 

Germany, therefore, he depicted them as chickens. Germany is a stronger state and 
will be used by the USA, Britain and France to protect their own interests and 
spheres of influence. This cartoon places a negative depiction of the Yalta 
Conference and decisions that were made during the Conference. The cartoonist is 
depicting that the USA, Britain and France should be stopped in creating a new, 
stronger Nazi Germany again before it is too late. 

 

 

EXERCISE 2 
 
2.1  The author considered the Soviet expansion a success: “We made our own 

socialist Germany out of our part of Germany, and restored order in 
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Hungary and Yugoslavia, where the situations were 
fluid … to squeeze out capitalist order.” 

 
2.2   Pan-Slav unity would ensure that Eastern Europe was a defensive alliance 

against a possibility of a reawakening of a Nazi Germany that would be a threat 
to the USSR. 
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2.3  He would view the arrangements and agreements of the Yalta Conference as 
null and void which might result in hostilities between the USA and USSR: “… 
would cause the people of the United States to regard the Yalta agreement as 
having failed.” 

 
2.4  The USSR needed resources and reparation to pay for the damages suffered 

during WWII. An allied Eastern Europe will act as a buffer against the possibility 
of another Nazi Germany. The USSR had a high loss of life during WWII and 
needed to rebuild its population to become strong again. 

 

EXERCISE 3 
 
3.1 The Marshal Doctrine had the purpose to revive the world economy after WWII 

and to aid in the settling of free institutions: “Its purpose should be the revival of a 
working economy in the world so as to permit the emergence of political and 
social conditions in which free institutions could exist.”  

 
In Source I, the USSR viewed the Marshal Plan as an instrument by which the 
USA wanted to put political pressure on independent states to gain world control: 
“It is becoming more and more evident to everyone that the implementation of 
the Marshal Plan will mean placing European countries under the economic and 
political control of the United States …”. 

 
3.2 Source G supports the Truman Doctrine as the policy by which the USA will fight 

communism and ensure free democratic independent states: “… it must be the 
policy of the United States to support free peoples who are resisting attempted 
conquest by armed minorities or by outside pressures.” 

 
Source I challenge this by implying that the USA uses economic support as a 
pressure lever to maintain and obtain world domination: “… the Unites States 
Government has moved towards a direct renunciation of the principles of 
international cooperation and concerted action by the Great Powers and towards 
attempts to impose its will on other independent states, while at the same time 
obviously using the economic resources distributed as relief to individually needy 
nations as an instrument of political pressure.” 

 
3.3 The USA response to the USSR interest in Turkey cannot be considered as 

aggressive or unnecessary. The USSR wanted to use this as another despotic 
means to enlarge its socialist influence over a free and independent state. 
Further, USSR access to the Black Sea would cause a threat to the British, 
French and American interests in the Mediterranean.  

 
OR 
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The USA response to the USSR interest in Turkey was aggressive and 
unnecessary in the view that the USA was using economic support as leverage 
to gain capitalist footholds in independent states by exercising political pressure 
in turn for economic support to rebuild the economy. 
 

3.4 The ‘Truman Doctrine’ became the basis of the American Foreign Policy after 
1946.  According to this Doctrine, the USA will support any country which was 
resisting communism with military aid, supplies and troops if necessary. This 
policy became known as the ‘policy of containment’. The USA acknowledged the 
fact that communism was strongly established in Russia and Eastern Europe and 
that defending these states to end communism was not an option. Instead, 
Truman, George Marshall (Secretary of State) and the USA sought to contain the 
spread of communism by providing support. This was set out in the Marshall 
Plan, the second component of the USA Foreign Policy after 1946. The Marshall 
Plan was put into place not directed against any country or doctrine, but to 
alleviate hunger, poverty, desperation and chaos.  

 
The Marshall Plan was also known as the European Economic Recovery Plan. 
The purpose of the Marshall plan was to revive the working economy in the world 
so as to permit the emergence of political and social conditions in which 
democratic institutions could exist. The USA offered a total of 17 billion dollars of 
aid to be divided among the countries of Western and Eastern Europe.  Thus, aid 
was offered to any European country for industrial and economic recovery which 
in turn would eradicate poverty and economic distress which will prevent the 
spread of communism. The Organization for European Economic Co-operation 
(OEEC) was formed to manage the Marshall Plan in Western Europe. Both the 
Truman Doctrine and the Marshal Plan were used to lay the foundation of the 
foreign American Policy based on containment. 

 
 

EXERCISE 4 
 
4.1  
4.1.1  The Marshal Plan is depicted as a tool to assist Europe to rebuild after the 

destruction of WWII. 
 
4.1.2  Countries that were prepared to adjust to capitalist politics and governments 

were assisted financially by the USA. 
 
4.1.3  He is escaping from the USSR and socialism or communism to freedom and 

capitalism. 
 
4.2 
4.2.1  The USA is using its foreign support policies to control other independent states 

like puppets on a string. 
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4.2.2  They are following the USA blindly for support in economic development and in 

turn giving up their freedom. 
 
4.2.3  The regarded the USA as a means to curb the spread of communism and 

socialism and to ensure economic stability after WWII. 
 
4.3  
4.3.1  The USA is portrayed by the man in the front with string attached around his little 

finger that control all the others behind him. 
 
4.3.2  Source J. Britain was an ally of the USA and will therefor support the Marshal 

Plan. 
 
 

EXERCISE 5 
 
5.1 Yes. A photograph is a picture of reality at a specific point in time. A cartoon is 

drawn as a humoristic and subjective point of view of a specific event or about a 
specific person. 

 
5.2 
5.2.1 The Result of Capitalism 
 
5.2.2 The Road of Socialism 
 
5.3 Yes. It is a more reliable source of information. 
 
5.4 Yes. The Soviet Union attempted to portray Western Europe as the enemy who 

is trying to give rise to another Nazi Germany. 
 
 
 
 
 

END OF MODULE 1 
 
 
 
 

  
 


